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Winners innsbruck nature film festival 2024
For details to each film please refer to website https:/www.inff.eu/festival/film-guide/

Including the jury statements:

Best Nature Documentary

Songs of Earth by Margreth Olin

This poetic love declaration to nature and to the director’s parents features magnificent, contemplative
shots paired with a powerful sound and music design, allowing a deep dive into the soundscapes of
nature. The slowness, the imagery, the sound and the authenticity of the protagonists create a depth
that invites reflection on life and death.

Best Environmental Documentary

Food for Profit by Giulia Innocenzi, Pablo D'Ambrosi

Throughout the whole documentary it is extremely clear that not only a strong stomach was required to
create this film, but also brave and courageous journalistic skills. The directors were able to capture
pictures and scenes that the food industry does not want us to see. They show us how animal welfare
and hygienic standards are severely neglected in intensive agriculture all over the European Union.
They were able to draw a bigger picture of the whole food industry in all its complexity, bringing local
and global food consumption closer to daily life. This film is a true call to action.

Best Green Fiction Film

The Last Rhino by Guillaume Harvey

This movie manages to express feelings that we know a lot of people have. People who know much —
maybe too much — about climate change: “Why isn’t everybody running around the streets screaming
in other peoples’ faces?” Tied together by everyday occurrences, this short film conveys not only this
desperation but serves as a reminder as to why we also need to focus on positive things. If only, to
stay sane. The film has a very clear message across generations and is entertaining at the same time
with glimpses of humor.
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Best Short Film

Dream to Cure Water by Ciril Jazbec

This classic documentary manages to really take you to another world - even if just for 22 minutes. It
manages to communicate complex issues in a relatable way: How do we solve the big problems of our
time by tying together all the tools we have - from "western science” to indigenous knowledge.
Although the topic is a very sad one, the film shows a community not willing to accept their fate but to
change their situation through their own actions, turning them into "protectors of the Earth". This turns
the film into a work of hope. Amazing pictures and soundtrack included.

Best Animation Film

On the 8™ Day by Sénéchal, Massez, Debruyne, Carin, Duhautois

This film is not as innocent as it initially seems. It starts like a film for children with colorful scenery but
quickly turns into a nightmare. Extremely well animated with a clear message, this film certainly gives
you food for thought. The music is intense and matches the dynamism of the kaleidoscope of images
and pictures perfectly. This incredible journey catches one’s attention from the beginning until the end
and tells a story about this unique and diverse world. A stark confrontation with reality, created by a
group of students.

Wild Women Award

Follow the Rain by Barbara Marciniak

Great images with time-lapse shots and details tell an exciting scientific story as well as providing a
look behind the scenes of research. The mix of interviews and commentary accompanied by spherical
music is harmonious and creates suspense. A new perspective on the life cycle of mushrooms.

Christian Berger Cinematography Award

Between the Rains by Moses Thuranira, Andrew H. Brown

The winner of this award is not only a cameraman, he is also a producer, director, editor... And when
someone says that he also made such beautiful pictures - then you could almost insult him - because
beautiful pictures are not enough — never | would call him a “real image creator” despite this
inflationary named profession. He succeeds - in taking images that for long stretches make comments,
teachings and explanations almost obsolete, because we can see and understand everything about
ourselves. | am richer in experiences after this movie. Thank you very much
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Best Soil Film

Planet Soil by Mark Verkerk

Its an exceptional portrayal of the vital world beneath our feet. The film beautifully captures soil's
diverse ecosystems, from microbes to plants, through stunning time-lapse photography and scientific
depth. It highlights the crucial role of soil in sustaining life and conveys the importance of respecting
and nurturing this living organism. With its compelling visuals and insightful storytelling, the film offers
an inspiring and scientifically grounded view of how soil can be the foundation for a healthier planet.

Best Film on Quality of Life in the Alps

Piemont — Mit Mulis Gber Stock und Stein by Philipp Landauer

This movie shows the beauty of the mountains, but also their wild and rough side. It is dangerous and
difficult to move goods here. Alongside using helicopters once a season, there are people who strive
to move goods in the most ethical way possible — with Mules. The emotional portrait of the
protagonists give a rare insight into a passion for a profession that is nearly extinct. The viewer is
taken on an adventurous journey to a mountain refuge and learns a lot about Mules and the deep
connection between an animal and a human. The film demonstrates how personal growth can be
accomplished when nature is treated with respect.

Best Biodiversity Film

Hunt for the oldest DNA by Niobe Thompson

The film features exceptional camera work and superb graphics and animations, complemented by a
captivating narrative that draws viewers into the research and life of its intriguing protagonist. The film
is both an incredible journey back to a world millions of years ago and a reflection on a unique
scientific career and life, showing how being different allows one to see beyond and offers solutions
how to cope with a different climate in the future.

Best Water Film

Dream to Cure Water by Ciril Jazbec

We chose a film for its strong and captivating protagonist, Fructosa. She compellingly embodies the
fight against climate change and what to do to manage water in the best possible way while facing so
many obstacles. It is an unexpected, shocking but still constructive story about how global warming is
affecting water resources. It does not only show the problem, but it also shows how the community
stands up to and resists the problem.
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Animal Innsbruck by Johannes Hoffmann, Magnus Klammer, Florian
Furtschegger

Best Shorts 4kids

Audience award



